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Summary :     While  fruit  crop  7Drospects  in  the  British  Isles  continue 
favors ble,  prospects  in  Continental  Europe,  have  declined  since  June  1,  accord- 
ing to  a  report  prepared  "by  Fred  A.  Motz ,  Agricultural  Commissioner  at  London, 
in  cooperation  with  the  other  European  offices  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service.     Cn  the  whole  the  European  apple  crop  will  probably  be  larger  than 
last  year. 

England :     It  would  appear  that  weather  conditions  so  far  have  been  -  ■■ 
conducive  to  good  crops.     In  England,  however,  the  June  crop  is  not  yet  over. 
While  no  official  reports  are  as  yet  available  giving  the  condition  as  of 
July  1,  reports  from  the  trade  just  coming  in  indicate  that  the  drop  is  in 
progress  and  may  result  in  a  lighter  yield  than  was  at  first  anticipated. 

In  the  Wisbech  area,  app 1 e s  are  reported  to  be  an  abundant  crop. 
Bramleys,   the  most  important  cooking  variety,   so  far  are  said  to  be  promising. 
However,  in  Kent,  which  is  the  heaviest  producing  county  in  England,  the 
outlook  for  Bramleys  is  said  to  be  less  favorable.     Frost  in  low-lying  or- 
chards did  some  damage  and  while  conditions  on  the  whole  would  appear  satis- 
factory, a  bumper  crop  such  as  was  experienced  two  years  ago  is  not  anticipated. 

Strawberries  are  now  declining  in' volume.     They  were  plentiful  while 
they  lasted  and  other  fruits  in  consequence  were  neglected.     Cherries ,  too, 
were  a  heavy  crop  and  receivers  in  Covent  Garden  and  other  markets  complained 
about  the  large  quantity  they  were  cal  led  upon  to  move.     This  movement,  how- 
ever, was  short  lived  and  by  around  July  15  a  more  normal  marketing  situation 
prevailed. 

The  production  of  early  plums  was  light,  but  prospects  for  later 
varieties  are  much  better.    Monarchs  are  a  light  crop.    Czars  good  and 
Victorians  heavy. 

Pears  are  said  to  very  patchy.     Some  orchards  report  a  good  crop, 
others  very  light.     The  yield  Conference  variety  is  said  to  be  spotted  in 
the  Wisbech  area. 

Continent ;     The  season  on  the  Cont inent  was  earlier.  Consequently 
the  crops  are  more  forward,    A  heavy  drop  has  occurred  in  many  districts 
resulting  in  a  much  less  favorable  outlook  than  that  reported  a  month  ago. 
Prospects  have  declined  in  Holland,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Austria, 
and  Czechoslovakia.     Stone  fruits  were  damaged  by  frost  to  a.  considerable 
extent  in  most  European  countries  except  in  the  Danube  Basin  where  above 
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average  crops  of  plums  are  expected. 

Altogether  it  would  appear  ..that  the  outlook  for  the  coming  season  is 
more  favorable  for  American  exporters  than  seemed  to  "be  the  case  a  month  ag*. 

Holland:     Iri  the  province  of  Zeeland,  which  is  the  most  progressive 
tree-fruit-growing  district  of  Holland,  crop  conditions  vary  considerably, 
according  to  the  location  of  the  orchards  and  kinds  of  fruit  grown.  Apples 
on  the  whole  promise  about  half  to  two-thirds  of  a  crop,   or  less  than  last 
year.     The  Boskoop,  an  important  winter  variety,   is  a.  short  crop  in  ninety 
percent  of  the  orchards. 

Pears  are  a  poor  crop  and  expected  to  be  short.    Prospects  for  plums 
are  spotted.    Early  varieties  are  very  light,  while  the  later  sorts  appear 
'more  promising.     Some  trees  show  a  fairly  good  set  while  others  have 
practically  nothing  on  them. 

In  the  Gelderland,  particularly  around  Utracht,  apples  will  be  a 
short  crop.    Pears  have  set  irregularly  but  on  the  whole  are  expected  to 
yield  a  medium  to  a  below  medium  crop.    Early  plums  are  very  short  and  late 
varieties  will  be  below  medium.'  Cherries  are  a  heavy  crop.     In  this  district 
the  principal  apple  pests  are  saw  fly,   scab,  and  mildew.     While  scab  seems 
to  be  pretty  well  under  control,  damage  from  saw  fly  is  very  prevalent. 
Growers  are  also  having  some  difficulty  with  mildew,  and  while  it  is  not  of 
serious  proportions,   it  may  be  instrumental  in  reducing  yields  still  further. 

In  the  Limburg  district  the  crop  is  similar  to  that  found  in  G-elder- 
land.     This  district  lies  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Holland  forming1  a 
narrow  neck  which  projects  into  Belgium  and  Germany.     Unlike  most  of  Holland 
it  is  hilly.    Plantings  in  Limburg  consist  of  about  the  following  proportions 
apples  70$,  pears  15$,  cherries  10$  and  plums  &jo.     About  20fo  of  the  orchards 
in  south  Limburg  are  under  10  years  of  age. 

Apples  promise  a  fair  crop  with  pears  short.     Cherries  are  heavy 
but  plums  are  only  fair.     Early  varieties  were  damaged  as  a  result  of  frost 
and  rain.    La.ter  sorts',  however,  are  more  promising.     Plums  are  not  very 
important  in  this  district. 

Belgium:    Prospects  in  Belgium  have  deteriorated  during  the  past  month 
While  flowering  was  abundant,  adverse  conditions  have  resulted  in  a  heavy 
drop.     Frost  and  rain  are  largely  responsible  for  the  reduction,  but  the 
presence  of  pests  has  also  been  a  factor. 

Cherries:     The  crop  of  cherries  will  be  small,   estimated  at  about 
forty  percent  of  a  normal  crop.     Early  varieties  are'  practically  a  failure, 
but  later  sorts  are  expected  to  produce  a  medium  yield. 

Plums :     Plums  are  very  short  having  suffered  from  frost  and  rain. 
Tragedys  promise  well  in  the  Limburg  region  and  Re'ine  Claudes  moderately  well 
in  South  Brabant.    Aphis  are  said  to  be  doing  some  damage  and  are  expected 
to  reduce  the  crop  to  some  extent. 


-  a  * 


Fears ,  an  important  crop  in  Belgium,  are  much  less  promising  and 
indications  now  point  to  a  very  small  crop,  estimated  at  about  ten  percent 
of  normal.     In  the  Lim'burg  district,   some  of  the  chief  varieties — Legipont, 
Koolstok,  Zoraer  Keizerin  and  Cornice,  are  expected  to  give  'a  moderate  .yield. 

App  1  e s  are  shov/ing  up  much  less  favorably  than  reported  earlier.  By 
the  middle  of  June  conditions  "began  to  change  and  according  to  present  indi- 
cations about  fifty-five  percent,  or  a  medium  crop  is  anticipated.- 

France:    Prospects  in  France  have  not  altered  materially  since  the 
June  1  report.     Early  pears  are  very  short',  late  pears  medium.  Apples 
appear  to  be  an  average  crop  and  while  production  is  expected  to  be  above 
that  of  last  year,   it  will  be  much  less  than  tha.t  harvested  in  1934*  Con- 
ditions vary  according  to  districts.     In  Lyon,  the  crop  is  believed  to  be 
about  the  same  as  that  of  last  year.     In  northeastern  France,  prospects  are 
^lso  less  encouraging,   and  while  there  is  still  some  doubt  about  the  crop, 
it  is  expected  to  be  less  than  in  1935.     The  Loire  Valley,  which  is  an  im- 
portant district,  reports  an  increase  of  fifty  to  sixty  percent  above  last 
year.     In  the  northwestern  part  of  France,  prospects  are  also  more  favorable 
Canada  Reinettes  have  set  irregularly,  but  the  crop  on  the  whole  is  expected 
to  be  better  than  that  of  last  year.     The  June  .drop  is  still  in  progress, 
and  until  that  is  over  the  outcome  is  still  in  doubt.     Weather  conditions 
and  the  presence  of  pests  will  be  additional  determining  factors. 

The  pear  crop  on  the  whole  promises  to  be  light.    Early  pears 
suffered  considerable  frost  damage  and  late  pears  are  not  important  from 
the  standpoint  of  volume.     In  the  Loire  Valley,  which  is  ran  important 
district  for  Bartletts,  there  will  be  a  'short  crop.    Late  pears  show  more 
promise,   excepting  Passe  Crasson,  which  blooms  early.     Bartletts  are  also 
light  in  the  Paris  district.     In  the  Rhone  Valley  there  was  less  injury 
from  frost  but  adverse  weather  during  blossoming  interfered  with  proper 
fertilization  of  pear  blossoms. 

Italy;     Early  fruits  suffered  some  injury  in  Italy,  but  conditions 
on  the  whole  appear  promising.     Stone  fruit  are  short,  particularly  apri- 
cots.   Peaches  will  be  less  than  half  of  that  harvested  last  year,  Plums 
are  said  to  be  an  average  crop,  although  exports  are  not  likely  to  be  of  any 
great  importance. 

Prospects  in  the  Tyrol  appear  favorable  for  a  good  harvest  in  both 
apples  and  pears.     Bol  .ano  and  Trent o,  two  important  districts  promise  a 
much  better  crop  than  in  1935. 

While  Bartletts  are  said  to  be  somewhat  short,  pears  as  a  whole  are 
expected  to  show  about  a  thirty  percent  increase  over  last  year  in  the 
Bolzano  district. 

In  the  Trent    area,  Bartletts  are  a  good  crop,  "'  somewhat  below  normal, 
but  heavier  than  last  year.     Quality  and  condition  is  reported  to  be  good. 
It  appears  as  though  northern  Italy  will  be  one  of  the  few  sources  of  supply 
for  early  pears. 
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Apple  production  in  the  Tyrol  is  expected  to  run  considerably  larger 
than  laltylar,  some  estimating  it  as  much  as  three  to  four  time.  Quality 
is  sa.id  to  be  good. 

According  to  the  Paris  Office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  a 
thousand-  cars  of  ten  tons  each  of  Gravensteins  may  he  availahle  for  exnorU 
Canada  Heinettes,  a  popular  variety  in  Europe,  are  expected  to  he  an  average 
caon.    The  condition  of  Rosa  Kontovana  and  Champagne  Remette,  also  im- 
portant varieties,  is  good.    Winter  Colville,  a  high  priced  hut  popular 
variety  produced  around  Trent    and  Merano,  is  expected  to  yield  a  tan 
crop# 

In  the  Piedmont  early  fruits  are  in  short  supply,   including  early 
pears.    Apples  from  this  district,  which  are  usually  used  for  cider  and 
marmalade,  are  a.  fair  crop. 

Switzerland-;     Reports  coming  from  Switzerland  are  anything  out  en- 
couraging  from  a  producer's  point,  of  view.     Crop  prospects  have  altered 
considerably  during  the  past  few  weeks.     The  outlook  at  present  is  for  a 
■crop  smaller  than  that  of  a  year  ago.    Adverse  weather  during  May  and  June 
has  caused  a  heavy  drop.    Pests  which  have  also  been  active,  have  reduced 
the  prospects  still  further.     In  the  vicinity  of  Zurich  reports  --very 
discouraging.     In  the  Canton  of  Villais,  a  new  but  promising  district,  very 
little  fruit  is  expected-  other  than  apples.     Stone  fruity  were  practically 
wiped  out.     Bartlett  pears  will  make  about  ten  percent  of  a  crop,  ihe 
prospective  yield  of  ^s,  while  not  definitely  known  as  yet,  promises  to 
be  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  a  crop.'    Last  year  the  French  marKet  ab- 
sorbed most  of  the  better  varieties  from  this  district  at  good  prices.  This 
year  supplies  will  be  very  limited.     The  apple  crop-  in  Villais  may  approxi- 
mate 150  to  200  cars  of  ten  tons  each,   of  which  not  more  than  80  to  1QO  cars 
will  be  Canada  Reinettes.     Colville  Blanc  will  be  very  short. 

•  Germany:     Fruit  crop  prospects  at  the  end  of  June  were  much  less 
favorable  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  or  that  expected  earlier  m 
the  season.     Fnile  the  crop  may  exceed  the  light  harvest  oi  a  year  ago,  it 
is  by  no  means  a  heavy  one. 

Because  of  the  light  crop  produced  last  year  and  the  heavy  bloom 
experienced  this  spring,   it  looked  like  a  big  fruit  year  for  Germany.  As 
matters  now  stand  only  a  medium  crop  is  expected.    Adverse  weather  condi- 
tions during  and  immediately  following  the  blossoming  period  interfered  witn 
proper  fertilization. 

The  quality  of  the  crop  will  of  course  depend  upon  weather  condi- 
tions obtaining  throughout  the  growing  season.     Since  spraying  is  often 
neglected  because  of  pressure  of  other  farm  work,   clean  fruit  is  frequently 
sacrificed.     Furthermore  pests  are  abundant  and  if  not  held  under  control 
can  reduce  the  marketable  crop  quantitatively  as  well  as  qualitatively. 

The  crop  seems  to  be  developing  irregularly  which  makes  -it  difficult 
to  give  an  accurate  description  of  conditions. 


It  is  reported  that  Germany  has-  already  made  rather  large  commitments 
for  apple  imports  from  Yugoslavia.     Germany  for  the  past  two  years  has  been 
focusing  attention  on  the  Balkan  States  as  a  potential  source  of  supply. 

The  German  apple  crop  apparently  will  fall  far  short  of  meeting 
market  requirements.     If  the  German  people  are  permitted  to  eat  imported 
apples,   imports  will  probably  originate  only  from  those  countries  where  bar- 
ter or  compensation  trade  arrangements  can  be  negotiated,     Deals  have  been 
concluded  with  Chile  and  Argentina,  but  supplies  from  these  sources  are 
available  only  during  the  late  spring  months. 

Pea.r  prospects  are  said  to  be  more  favorable  than  for  apples,  es- 
pecially in  the  Elbe  Valley  and  Wurtt  emburg.^    Plums  and  Z-^et chens  show  a 
very  limited  setting,  particularly  in  such  important  sections  as  Warttemburg, 
Baden,  and  the  Rhine land.     A  medium  plum  crop  is  now  anticipated  and  it  may 
prove  to  be  less  than  the  crop  of  Last  year. 

Austria;     Austria  harvested  a  very  small  fruit  crop  in  1935,  Indi- 
cations a  month  ago  pointed  to  an  abundant  crop,  with  possibilities  of  an 
export  surplus.     However,   these  prospects  have  deteriorated  in  recent  weeks 
and  it  now  appears  as  though 'the  crop  will  be  of  medium  size.    App  1  e s  appear 
more  favorable  than  other  fruits. 

During  the  second  half  of  May  and  the  first  half  of  June,  the. 
weather  was  rainy  and  cold,  but  owing  to  previous  normal  conditions,  de- 
velopment has  not  suffered  much  and  a  fairly  good  crop  is  expected,  fm- 
ports  of  fruit  during  the  1936-37  marketing  year  are  not  expected  to  commence 
until  late  in  the  season — beginning  about  February,  1937,  and  finishing 
about  June.    Pears  have  set  more  satisfactorily  and  a  fairly  ,^'ood  crop  is 
expected. 

Czechoslovakia:     Fruit  crops  in  Czechoslovak:! a  have  also  declined 
during  recent  weeks.     The  excellent  prospects  reported  earlier  in  the 
season  arc  now  described  as  fair  to  good.     Frost  does  not  appear  to  have 
caused  much  damage  except  in  Southern  Moravia,  but  rainy  and  cloudy 
\veather  during  blossom  time  interfered  with  pollina.tion  which  resulted  in 
reduced  fertilization.     Insect  pests  and  disease  are  said  to  be  abundant 
arid  are  causing  some  dama.ge.     Aphis,   caterpillars  and  mildew  pre  posts 
of  economic  importance. 

Pears  apparently  have  suffered  less  than  agg 1 e s  and  plums  and  may 
yet  prove  to  be  p  satisfactory  crop.     While  present  prospects  indicate  a 
fruit  crop  larger  than  that  of  last  year,  further  reductions  can  still  be 
expected  but  the  extent  will  depend  upon  weather  conditions. 

In  Bohemia  which  is  an  important  fruit  growing  district,  apples  are 
reported  as  medium  to  good,  pears  good,  plusra  fair  to  medium. 

The  Balkan  States;     According  to  the  last  report  from  the  Belgrade 
office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  all  deciduous  fruit  crops 
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in  the  Danube  Basin  will  be  larger  than  last  year.     Apples,  appear  plenti- 
ful and  promise  to  he  somewhat  ahove  average.    Yujioslavia  anticipates  a 
good  crop.     Bulgaria  is  expected  to  have  an  average  crop,  hut  prospects 
there  nay  have  altered  recently.     Fruit  prospects  in  Ihuigary  are  reported 
to  he  below  average,  while  Romania  is  said  to  have  poor  prospects. 

Pears  while  of  no  importance  as  an  export  fruit  are  said  to  be 
more  favorable  than  apples.     Most  of  the  Danube  countries  expect  normal 
to  perhaps  slightly  above  normal  pear  crops. 

Summer  apples  in  Yugoslavia  will  be  shorter  than  at  first  an- 
ticipated, but  winter  sorts  of  commercial  importance  are  said  to  be  de- 
veloping satisfactorily  in  all  main  producing  districts  except  Slovenia, 

The  Scandinavian  Countries:     Official  reports  from  this  area  will 
not-  be  forthcoming  until  sometime  in  July  but  according  to  information^ 
from  private  sources,  a  large  crop  is  not  in  evidence  except  possibly  m 
Denmark. 

Fruit  trees  in  Scandinavia  generally  are  suffering  from  bought. 
Unless  rains  occur  soon  it  is  felt  that  -a  heavy  drop  will  result,  ihe 
rowan  trees  are  blooming  heavily  this  year  which  means  that  tne  rowan 
berry  moth  is  less  likely  to  attack  apples,  laying  its  eggs  m  the  rowan 
berries  instead. 

.Latest  advices  from  Denmark  would  indicate  good  to  average  crop, 
although  reports  are  all  preliminary  and  subject  to  subsequent  changes. 
In  Norway,  apples  and  -pears  are  now  estimated  at  about  twenty-five  per- 
cent of  last  year's  crop,  according  to  trade  information.     Plum  trees  are 
expected  to  yield  good  crops. 

According  to  information  gathered  from  different  parts  of  Sweden, 
apples  are  expected  to  be  a  good  crop  with  pears  much  less  promising. 
Blossoming  of  fruit  trees  in  Sweden  on  the  whole  has  been  good.  Frost 
damage  was  reported  from  certain  sections,  but  injury  generally  was 
insignificant".     Blossoming  it  seems  has  been  irregular.     In  some  districts 
it  was  very  heavy,   in  others  light.    The  plum  crop  in  some  sections  is 
said  to  have  suffered  considerable  damage  from  insects.     In  some  cases 
the  loss  is  estimated  as  high  as  fifty  percent.  . 
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